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MEDIA RELEASE 

2 June 2026 

ABS data on new dwelling approvals spell caution 

Urban Taskforce Australia CEO, Tom Forrest, said today that ABS housing data for 

new dwelling construction approvals across Australia in April 2026 shows a drop of 

3.5% in new dwelling approvals from the prior month of March 2026.   

The worrying factor here is not the level of the drop off in approvals, which at 3.5% 

is fairly modest, but more what we expect is coming with the impact of the three 

interest rate rises and the cost pressures associated with the war in Iran which are 

yet to be reflected in the numbers. 

All the politicians told us that it takes time to turn the planning systems of Australia 

around – and we were starting to see progress.  For that to be dropping off now, 

even before the impact of rate rises and the war have flowed through to the 

numbers, spells concern. 

 

With the National Housing Accord requiring 240,000 completed dwellings each 

year nationally and 76,000 each year in NSW, we are a long way away from where 

we need to be.   

Nationally, the annualised results are up on the previous 12 months compared to 

the same time last year (200,424 versus 184,725), with April’s results sitting on the 

average for the year. 
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While the annualised data for Australia shows an improvement over prior years, it 

remains well below where we need to be to achieve the Housing Accord 

completion numbers – particularly when you consider the slow start and the deficit 

against the target arising from the first 16 months of the Housing Accord (up to end 

of April 2026). 

 

In NSW, the picture is more concerning.  Approval numbers were down by 9.5%.  

This, at a time when we hope to see these numbers continuing to rise. 

 

Urban Taskforce remains hopeful that the Housing Delivery Authority will see tens of 

thousands of new dwellings approved in coming months.  But even this shining light 

of NSW planning reform has been dimmed by the recently announced HDA 

Review and the cut-backs to the areas of operation of the HDA, which will exclude 

the CBDs of Sydney, North Sydney and Parramatta.  
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Worse, the Review mandated that Expressions of Interest include a feasibility killing 

in-perpetuity affordable housing contribution, that at least matches what local 

council Local Environment Plans require. 

The entire point of the HDA was to have EOIs that were feasible for construction 

submitted and then merit assessed in the context of the desperate need for more 

housing supply.  Winding the HDA back is the opposite of what is needed. 

The Premier has made his annoyance about these changes known and Urban 

Taskforce calls upon the Government to reverse those changes that will negatively 

impact on project feasibility with alacrity. 

 

The 12 months to April 2026 (52,382 approvals) are still considerably higher than the 

12 months to April 2025 (47,740), recognising gains made throughout the year, but 

industry reports suggest that the current economic and political uncertainty will cut 

deeper over coming months.   

The true comparison of planning system performance comes from an analysis of 

the number of new dwelling approvals per 1,000 population, on an annualised 

basis. On this measure, NSW is performing poorly. 
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End 

 

Note: the ABS data used in the analysis and tables above is the Seasonally Adjusted series. 

The comments and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce. 

 
 

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most 
prominent property developers and equity financiers. 
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