Urban Taskforce

AUSTRALIA

16 December 2025

Ms Soodeh Mohammadi
Executive Urban Designer
Burwood Councll

PO Box 240

BURWOOD NSW 1805

Sent to: council@burwood.nsw.gov.au

cc. Tommaso.Briscese@burwood.nsw.gov.au

Dear Ms Mohammadi
Burwood LEP Amendment - Design Competition Provisions

| write with regard to Burwood Council’s proposal to introduce design competitions
for buildings higher than 55 metres.

Urban Taskforce Australia supports design excellence in the development of new
buildings and recognises Council’'s intentions with the current proposed changes.

While some developers hold their own design competitions for taller, more high-
profile buildings, Urban Taskforce does not believe that the proposed design
competition process is the most efficient, appropriate, or cost-effective way of
ensuring design excellence.

Urban Taskforce members have previously raised concerns over design
competitions, noting that they can add as much as $1 million to the cost of a
project, along with considerable delay, which all increases the price of individual
apartments.

With the current housing supply crisis this proposal will have a detrimental impact
on affordability and will significantly affect project feasibility.

We appreciate that Council has backed away from its initial proposal of a
competition for anything over 28 metres, but we urge Council to consider further
dilution of this proposal in the interests of timely and cost-effective delivery of
housing stock.

Under the Burwood LEP 2012, design excellence is already considered, and we
think that this is the most appropriate pathway. It is one where Council staff and
the applicant engage directly over design considerations and the Council as
consent authority makes a determination against set criteria.

We believe that design competitions should only occur where there is significant
height and bonus floor space provided to offset the cost of the process.

If any design competitions are to be mandated, they should involve the
proponent in deliberations and not simply provide panel members with an
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opportunity to redesign plans or to add significantly to the cost of the project for
reasons of personal preference.

Should you wish to discuss any aspect of this submission further, please contact our
Policy, Planning and Research Analyst, Paul Waterhouse, on 0411-875-366 or via
email paul@urbantaskforce.com.au

Yours sincerely

Tom Forrest
Chief Executive Officer
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