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ABS housing approvals data shows some encouraging growth

Urban Taskforce CEO, Tom Forrest, said that today’s ABS dwelling approvals data shows
encouraging growth and it confirms the importance of NSW to the National picture.

NSW seasonally adjusted approvals rose month on month from 3,680 in August 2025 to
4,800 in September. This is a solid improvement, but the number of stand-alone homes
approved remains stubbornly low.

NSW dwelling approvals - previous 13 months - ABS Release: 03/11/2025

Multi Unit Dwellings Houses Total

September 2025 2,875 1.925 4,800
August 2025 1.890 1.790 3,680
July 2025 2,283 1.847 4,130
June 2025 3.968 1.852 5,820
May 2025 2,441 1.87% 4,320
April 2025 1.941 1.975 3,934
March 2025 2,266 1.937 4,203
February 2025 1.454 1.897 3,351
January 2025 4,410 1.799 6,209
December 2024 2,516 1.820 4,336
Movember 2024 1.924 1.758 3,682
October 2024 2,208 1.787 3,995
September 2024 784 1.823 2,807

AES, 8731.0 Building Approvals, Australia, Table 01 Mumber of dwelling units approved, by sector, all series - Mew South
Wales, - Released: 03012025

The NSW annual data is also stronger with 52,462 new homes approved in NSW in the 12
months to September 2025. This drove the National figure up to 192,216.

NSW annualised dwelling approvals - ABS Release: 03/11/2025

Multi-Unit Dwellings Houses Total
12 months fill end September 2025 30,194 22,264 52,462
12 months till end September 2024 19,952 22,799 42,751
12 months fill end September 2023 23,196 23,777 46,973
12 months till end September 2022 26,088 28.371 54,459
12 months fill end September 2021 33193 3579 64,772
12 months fill end September 2020 23,369 24,793 48,142
12 months fill end September 2019 27,091 27167 54,258
12 months fill end September 2018 38,334 30,754 69,090
12 months fill end September 2017 41.351 29,579 70,930
12 months fill end September 2014 48,167 29724 77,891

AES, 87310 Building Approwalz, Australia, Table 01 Mumber of dwelling units approwed, by sector, all series - hew South
Wales, - Feleased: 0312025
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National annualised dwelling approvals - ABS Release: 03/11/2025

Multi Unit Dwellings Houses Total
12 months fill end September 2025 79,848 112,366 192,214
12 months fill end September 2024 59,595 109,490 169,085
12 months fill end September 2023 65,958 103.356 169,314
12 months fill end September 2022 75,467 119,440 194,908
12 months till end September 2021 79.049 152,518 231,566
12 months fill end September 2020 69,300 108,109 177410
12 months till end September 2019 70,279 108,447 178.728
12 months till end September 2015 103.822 122,948 226,771
12 months till end September 2017 100164 117.970 218,133
12 months fill end September 2018] 122,497 119,702 242 200

ABS, 8731.0 Building Approvals, Swstralia, Table 08, Mumber of dwelling units approwved, by sectar, all series - Australia, -
Released: 03102025

This is a long way behind the 240,000 homes Australia needs each year for five years to
meet the commitment under the Housing Accord.

The data reveals that it is possible to hit the Housing Accord numbers. A decade ago in
2016, Australia was approving new dwellings at the rate that we need today —so it is
possible.

Dwelling Approvals for prior 12 months

Accord began
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Dwelling Approvals for prior 12 months by state

Accord began

80,000
70,000 I
60,000 I
50,000 I
40,000
30,000
20,000 |
10,000
Unil Until Unil Until Unitil Unti Unil Unti Until Until Until Until Until Until Until
September September September September September September September September September September September September September September September
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2028
=mmm\/ictoria Dwelling Approvals s NSW Dwelling Approvals
= (Queensland Dwelling Approvals Western Australia Dwelling Approvals

Victoria continues to be the star performer when it comes to housing approvals. Over the
last 12 months, the Victorian planning system delivered 8.02 new housing approvals for
every 1,000 people living in Victoria.

This compares with 6.99 new dwelling approvals per thousand for Australia as a whole, 6.92
per 1,000 head of population in Queensland and only 6.12 dwelling approvals per 1,000 in
NSW.

NSW has lagged behind on approvals and new dwelling completions per head of
population for a decade, fuelling a housing supply and affordability crisis. It is no wonder
that with a record like that, young families are looking to move away from the cost of
housing crisis in NSW.

The comments, tables and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce.

Media Enquires: Tom Forrest, Chief Executive Officer 0429 460 863 Folow @ © ©®

Urban Taskforce Australia T. 02 9238 3955
Level 12, 32 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000
admin@urbantaskforce.com.au | www.urbantaskforce.com.au Page 3 of 3


mailto:admin@urbantaskforce.com.au
file://///kwc-syd-ad2.kwc.local/utf/Media/UTF%20RELEASES/2024/www.urbantaskforce.com.au
https://www.linkedin.com/in/urbantaskforceaustralia/
https://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/UTFaus

