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MEDIA RELEASE 

3 November 2025 

 

ABS housing approvals data shows some encouraging growth 

Urban Taskforce CEO, Tom Forrest, said that today’s ABS dwelling approvals data shows 

encouraging growth and it confirms the importance of NSW to the National picture. 

NSW seasonally adjusted approvals rose month on month from 3,680 in August 2025 to 

4,800 in September.  This is a solid improvement, but the number of stand-alone homes 

approved remains stubbornly low. 

 

The NSW annual data is also stronger with 52,462 new homes approved in NSW in the 12 

months to September 2025. This drove the National figure up to 192,216. 
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This is a long way behind the 240,000 homes Australia needs each year for five years to 

meet the commitment under the Housing Accord.   

The data reveals that it is possible to hit the Housing Accord numbers.  A decade ago in 

2016, Australia was approving new dwellings at the rate that we need today – so it is 

possible.  
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Victoria continues to be the star performer when it comes to housing approvals.  Over the 

last 12 months, the Victorian planning system delivered 8.02 new housing approvals for 

every 1,000 people living in Victoria.   

This compares with 6.99 new dwelling approvals per thousand for Australia as a whole, 6.92 

per 1,000 head of population in Queensland and only 6.12 dwelling approvals per 1,000 in 

NSW. 

NSW has lagged behind on approvals and new dwelling completions per head of 

population for a decade, fuelling a housing supply and affordability crisis. It is no wonder 

that with a record like that, young families are looking to move away from the cost of 

housing crisis in NSW. 

 

The comments, tables and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce. 
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