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ABS housing data - commencements on the rise

CEO of the Urban Taskforce, Tom Forrest said that today’s release of ABS housing
completion and commencement numbers is showing that we are starting to turn
the corner when it comes to housing supply.

The Commonwealth needs to do more. Support for the states | terms of housing
related infrastructure is desperately needed.

National dwelling commencements & completions rolling four-quarter chart
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Clearly there is a long way to go to deliver the housing supply growth our
population needs.

NSW has been the big driver of a national resurgence, with 179,038 dwellings
commenced across Australia, an increase of 19,071 on the previous year.

However, initiatives pursued by the Minns Government to increase supply to meet
the growing demand for housing are having an impact.

Figures for the 12 months to June, 2025, show that there were 46,724
commencements for the financial year, an increase of 6,377 on the previous year.
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So far, we've seen Tier 1 and Tier 2 tfransport-oriented development opportunifies,
low- and medium rise residential rezoning, infill affordable housing bonuses, the
infroduction of the barrier-busting Housing Delivery Authority and the Investment
Delivery Authority, the commencement of the Pre-sale Finance Guarantee, and
the infroduction of the Pattern Book to streamline approvals.

Bit by bit, these policies are beginning to bear results.

With new planning reforms being debated in Parlioment today, and the very real
prospect of bi-partisan support, we now have hope for some genuine red-tape
reduction and a genuine focus on housing supply among our planners and
decision makers.

Over recent months there has been a substantial shift in the public mood, with
people actively challenging and rejecting NIMBYism and standing up to those
councils that are protecting vested interests.

The positive approach to housing supply is now pervasive. In the media, in opinion
polls and among our politicians and bureaucracy, the NIMBY culture has been
cast aside.

Both the NSW Government and the Opposition have emphasised their concerns
about Sydney becoming the City Without Grandchildren, and the community is
welcoming the bi-partisan spirit to delivering desperately needed supply.

Annualised NSW dwelling commencements by fype

Multi Unit Dwellings Houses Total
12 months fill end June 2025 23,703 21.021 46,724
12 months till end June 2024 19,082 21,265 40,347
12 months fill end June 2023 23.844 26,234 50,078
12 months fill end June 2022 23,435 28,721 54,156
12 months till end June 2021 29.42% 30,261 59,490
12 months fill end June 2020 27.184 22,890 50,074
12 months fill end June 201% 32712 29,355 62,067
12 months fill end June 2018 40,980 30.831 71.811
12 months till end June 2017 44,680 29,161 73.841
12 months fill end June 2014 43.10% 27 477 70,584

E752.0 Building Activity, Australia, TABLE 34, Mumber of Dwelling Unit Commencements by Sector, States and Territories,
released 151072026,

Nonetheless, while now moving forward, the reality presented by this data remains
grim. NSW is nowhere near the peak in new dwelling commencements in 2016-
2018.
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NSW dwelling commencements & completions rolling four-quarter chart
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There is still a lot to do. The number of completed dwellings in the last 12 months
has actually declined.

The ever-present spectres of excessive state and local government fees, taxes,
and charges, and the ongoing pushback from some recalcitrant councils, present
an ongoing challenge.

But the Government, the sector, and the community are turning the tide — there is
hope that in NSW, 76,000 completions per year may one day be within reach.

The comments and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce.

Media Enquires: Tom Forrest, Chief Executive Officer: 0429 460 863  Follow us: DO O

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most
prominent property developers and equity financiers.
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