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MEDIA RELEASE 

2 September 2025 

 

Incentives for councils to lift housing approval turnaround times a positive 

move   

Acting CEO of Urban Taskforce, Stephen Fenn, today welcomed the announcement by 

NSW Planning Minister, Paul Scully MP, that $200 million would be made available to 

eligible councils which speed up their development assessment timeframes or maintain 

acceptable turnaround times.  

Urban Taskforce has been calling for this type of incentive funding program to reward 

councils that do the right thing and roll up their sleeves to get through housing 

development applications in a timely manner. 

This money will support successful councils with an array of local infrastructure items 

needed to support new housing.  

Whilst this is only one metric to measure planning performance, it is an important one. It is  

pleasing to see the Government throw a few more carrots on the table in this regard. 

Yesterday’s ABS approvals data showed that there is a long road ahead for NSW in terms 

of meeting its targets under the National Housing Accord. In the 12 months to July 2025, 

NSW barely passed 50,000 new approvals – way off the 77,000 completions needed each 

year for the 5 years to June 2029.  

While the Minns Government has taken on much of the heavy lifting in terms of high value, 

high yield housing proposals through various state led assessment pathways, there is still a 

critical role to be played by Councils in signing off on new housing.  

It is only fair that Councils which are lifting their game have access to this funding.  

The Minns Government positive approach to housing is starting to deliver results, with 

average assessment times down 24% over the last financial year 

The Government has shown it is prepared to override recidivist Councils that are unwilling 

to bear their fair share of the new housing required under the Accord. In this respect, the 

appointment of planning administrators to these councils should not be ruled out.  

Attention must now turn to fundamental reforms to the NSW planning legislation, to 

streamline regulations and remove unnecessary processes in one of the most complex 

and tardy planning systems in the developed world.  

This will only help Council further lift their performance and in doing so, ensure the State 

has a good crack at delivering the 377,000 new homes required in NSW under the five-

year Accord.  

The comments, tables and analysis above can be attributed to Stephen Fenn, A/CEO, Urban Taskforce. 
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