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MEDIA RELEASE 

31 July 2025 

 

ABS housing approvals – NSW now leading the charge 

CEO of Urban Taskforce Australia, Tom Forrest, today welcomed the release of ABS data 

showing a 31% month on month boost in NSW housing approvals in June 2025.   

The impact of the National Housing Accord and all the associated policy changes and 

funding programs is starting to have an effect.   

The focus must now turn to productivity in the property construction sector to turn these 

approvals into new homes at an affordable price. 

In NSW, annual new dwelling approvals is back to close to 50,000 – still well short of the 

housing accord target – but a significant improvement over the past 12 months. 

There is, however, urgent work to be done to speed up the approval of new greenfield 

dwellings – which have flat-lined and are too low to offer housing choice for many young 

families looking to stay in Sydney. 

At a national level, things are also looking brighter with all the larger states trending 

upwards.  The annual data for the first 12 months of the National Housing Accord show a 

significant improvement – but this progress will now need to be turbo-charged to meet the 

targets and satisfy demand for new homes. 

The month of June saw the largest number of approvals across Australia in a single month 

(17,076) since August 2022.  With state planning reforms and new initiatives starting to bear 

fruit, the focus is now on the Commonwealth to use the National Economic Reform 

Roundtable to drive down the cost of housing supply. 

We urgently need a large boost in the construction labour force.  We need to boost skilled 

and unskilled immigration numbers for all levels of construction workers to build new 

schools, new hospitals, new rail lines, new roads, the new Olympic facilities in Brisbane, not 

to mention – over 1 million new homes in the next 4 years across Australia. 

The burden of fees, taxes, charges, an obsession with design processes and the ludicrously 

timid approach to the CFMEU by every Government in the nation other than the Crisafulli 

Government in Queensland, is all being felt by new home buyers. 

In the absence of any property peak at the Roundtable, the big question for the Albanese 

Government, the ACTU, the ACCI, Australian Industry Group, BCA and the and the Council 

of Small Business Organisations is will they get serious with workplace productivity, starting 

with the shredding of the EBAs in the construction sector which have cost the entire nation 

so dearly? 

Is this just a fancy free lunch or are you going to do something about the catastrophic 

state of property construction productivity which, according to the Productivity 

Commission, is the worst performing sector in the nation. 
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The comments, tables and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce. 

.  Media Enquires: Tom Forrest, Chief Executive Officer:  0429 460 863 Follow 
us: 
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