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6 December 2024 

 

Minns Government transit-oriented development a big step forward in solving 

housing supply crisis 

Urban Taskforce CEO, Tom Forrest, today welcomed the NSW Government’s apparent 

commitment through the accidently leaked announcement to establish 8 “Transport Oriented 

Development” precincts which will see rezoning and clear the way for a solid contribution 

towards the housing supply needed to address NSW’s housing supply crisis. 

While no doubt annoying for the Premier and Planning Minister to have the announcement 

leak in this way, the news is good for housing supply. 

If confirmed, this represents a big downpayment on the Premier’s repeated commitments to 

delivering more housing close to public transport. 

In addition to the 8 new precincts, the leaked announcement identified 31 heavy rail train 

stations which will see uplift within 400 metres of the station to ensure more opportunities to 

deliver housing and jobs in locations that have not fulfilled their potential across Sydney and 

other key centres in the Illawarra, Hunter and Central Coast. 

All up, this is an excellent start in terms of transit-oriented development and hopefully a sign of 

more to come. The confirmation that the Metro West is also proceeding is also very good 

news. It is hoped that there will be more stations and additional precincts added to the leaked 

list associated with the Metro announcement in due course. 

We are now seeing a package of planning reforms emerge and each will contribute to 

meeting the housing supply targets established in the National Housing Accord.  

The Urban Taskforce is bemused that the precincts around Bondi Junction, Edgecliff station in 

the city’s east, and Chatswood on Sydney’s north shore were not on the leaked list.  

We urge the Government to think big and take every opportunity to drive housing supply – 

particularly in areas like these where there is such strong demand for housing and abundant 

transport infrastructure capacity. 

With the Government’s statement that housing is its top priority, the Department of Planning 

must expedite timelines to ensure the path is clear to start delivering the 45,000 new homes 

that the Government believes it can help deliver by 2027.  

Chris Minns and Paul Scully need to ride DPE to deliver.  They must not allow DPE to continue to 

be the bottle neck on housing supply that it was under the former Government when 

everything went backwards. 

The timeframes included in the leaked material set long timeframes for the DPE precinct 

planning work.  Areas like Crows Nest, Macquarie Park, Bella Vista and Bankstown have 

already been subject to extensive strategic planning work.   

Amending that work should be able to be done in a matter of months – by March 2024 at the 

latest.  A crisis demands urgent action – and the timeframes that have been foreshadowed 

are just too slow. 



 

Under the National Housing Accord, NSW needs to deliver 377,000 new homes in the five years 

starting July 1, 2024. That means we must lift our game in NSW from the current annual 

completions rate of just over 40,000 to 76,000 a year from the middle of next year. 

The leaked announcement is a solid downpayment showing the Government is now “walking 

the walk” as well as “talking the talk” when it comes to the reform to the planning system 

needed to deliver the housing supply we need.

 

The comments and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce. 

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property developers 

and equity financiers. 
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