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Attn: Corporate Strategy Team
PO Box 32, Parramatta NSW 2124

Electronic submission
Re: Draft Parramatia 2050

Urban Taskforce notes the draft Parramatta 2050 plan to revitalise and increase the
presence of Parramatta.

The reference in the document to the current planning system being out-dated and the
notion of Parramatta testing innovative planning approaches is agreed. However,
Urban Taskforce views the suggestion that Parramatta be governed by its own Act of
Parliament as being unlikely to be achieved and at this stage, the proposition is not
supported. More detail would need to be provided before any final position on this
matter were adopted.

Housing supply and associated local fees and charges are not dealt with in any detail in
this draft (in fact — they are barely mentioned). This is one area where the document is
lacking and more attention needs to be given, particularly in light of the current housing
supply and affordability crisis and the reasonable expectation that the Parramatta LGA
will accommodate a solid share of the growth.

While getting into the detail regarding how housing will be rolled out in the Parramatta
LGA is out of the scope of a high-level document such as this, it is important that an
innovative vision is articulated regarding housing supply.

There is an opportunity for Parramatta to take the initiative to drive endeavours to
increase housing delivery efficiency with reduced fees, taxes and charges.

The draft document explores funding and investment and seeks to increase
infrastructure investment. Verbiage like “Revenue reform” and “a coordinated and
dependable pipeline of funds” give little detail as to what this might entails.

It is important that these terms are not a stalking horse for value capture, increased fees,
charges, levies or other “contributions” that would serve to reduce the feasibility of both
housing and commercial/retail development opportunities.

To discuss this matter further, please call or email our Policy, Planning & Research
Analyst, Benjamin Gellie on 0461566807 or benjamin@urbantaskforce.com.au

Yours sincerely

Tom Forrest
Chief Executive Officer
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