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League tables a positive initiative for housing

CEO of Urban Taskforce, Tom Forrest, today welcomed the publication if league tables to
track the performance of Councils, planning panels and the Department of Planning itself
when it came to development assessment timeframes.

Greater transparency in the NSW planning system is a very positive step and the Minns
Government should be congratulated for delivering on this commitment. You can't
improve what you can’'t measure — that is certainly the case with planning.

The data set published for the first time today is a great first step — but there is room for
improvement. Interpreting this data at this early stage requires caution.

We need to be sure we are measuring “apples with apples”. The fact that the top ten
leading councils in terms of assessment timeframes are all smaller rural councils is
evidence for this.

You cannot compare a multi-storey mixed use high rise development assessments with a
house and land package developments in rural NSW. The data needs to be
disaggregated so meaningful comparisons of performance can be made.

The focus on State Government agency “referrals and concurrence” timeframes (referrals
of DAs to SES, TINSW, EPA, Sydney Water etc) is an important step forward as these
agencies create a significant drag on turnaround times, adding to the woes of the
performance of the planning system overall.

The inclusion of the performance of panels and the State Significant Development
assessment team within DPHI is also a positive move, as we need to ensure all authorities
involved in assessment and approvals in NSW are measured and held to account.

Urban Taskforce strongly supports the Statement of Expectations issued by the Planning
Minister, as it set a clear set of standards by which councils could be assessed and feed
into any deliberation over whether a council should have its planning powers removed.

The publication of a Statement of Expectations is a good start and hopefully a signal of
intent. The real test will come when it is clear that a council is unwilling or unable to meet,
or even seeks to frustrate these expectations.

The comments and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce.

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property developers
and equity financiers.
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