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27th June 2023 

 

Minns establishes accountability for city planning, housing targets and 
housing supply  

  
CEO of Urban Taskforce, Tom Forrest, today welcomed the announcement by Premier Minns and Minister 

for Planning, Paul Scully today of the rationalisation of planning agencies and establishment of a single clear 

line of responsibility for planning policy and outcomes delivery at the Department of Planning. 

Folding both these agencies in under the Department of Planning and A/Secretary Kiersten Fishburn is a 

good move.  There is now a clear line of responsibility and accountability for approvals and outcomes. 

Urban Taskforce has been critical of the GCC and the Western Parkland City Authority. 

Housing supply and affordability has plummeted under the GCC’s watch and the lines of accountability 

were, at best, “confused”. 

The decision of the GCC to protect industrial land without any merit-based opportunity for any alternative 

use contributed to the housing supply crisis.  The housing supply targets were set too low and no-one was 

held to account for their delivery. Housing approval targets declined while councils struggled to complete 

strategic plans.  Housing supply nose-dived.  Now we have a housing supply crisis and the cost of that is 

being borne by new home buyers and renters. 

Geoff Roberts performed well after taking over as Chief Commissioner of the GCC, but he was lumped with 

a dud Regional Plan that was used by NIMBY groups and Councils across Greater Sydney to frustrate 

housing supply and mixed-use development. 

The decision of the GCC to bias the housing supply targets so obviously away from the North Shore of 

Sydney toward Sydney’s West was in clear conflict with the Minns Government’s policy to spread the load 

more fairly across Sydney. 

The Western Parkland City Authority was given an impossible job – to co-ordinate the delivery of 

infrastructure to support jobs growth associated with the Western Sydney Airport without any authority of 

funding or infrastructure delivery.  Working as an arm of DPE will give them the authority they need to be 

more effective.  

The jobs surrounding the airport can’t come until the water infrastructure is in the ground and the regional 

roads are built.  The sad reality is that under the previous government, Sydney Water and Transport for 

NSW completely ignored the WPCA.  As a result, the infrastructure and the jobs are years away from being 

delivered. 

The Minns Government is now hitting its stride and has housing supply clearly in its sights.  This is a 

welcome change. 

end 

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property 

developers and equity financiers. 
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