
11/7/22, 9:20 AM Urben Taskforce | AUSTRALIA

https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend.com/t/ViewEmail/r/91086A9C71866F402540EF23F30FEDED/C67FD2F38AC4859C/?tx=0&previewA… 1/15

Urban Living Network covers news about new homes and apartment
developments, retail trends, job locations, density related to railway stations,
urban projects on city fringes, strata and planning reforms. We aim to provide
real data on trends, housing supply and demographic change. ULN is
essential reading for all those involved in urban living including politicians,
councils, planners, architects, developers, financiers, legal firms, real estate
agents and strata bodies.
 
Tom Forrest
CEO - Urban Taskforce Australia

   

 

4 NOVEMBER 2022
 
Perrottet Government to fast-track assessment of 19,000 homes in Sydney’s
South West
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Positive news this week with the Minister for Planning and Homes, Anthony Roberts announcing that the
Government will assume responsibility for assessing 3 planning proposals which could deliver 19,000 new
homes in Sydney’s southwest, effectively removing the NIMBYs from the Planning Assessment playing field.
 
The decision to have the Department of Planning take the lead in the assessment process is sensible and will
be goods news for thousands of individuals and young families trying to break into the Sydney property market.
 
Urban Taskforce has been calling for this type of bold leadership for years – and it is pleasing to see the
Government listen and respond.
 
The Premier and the Minister for Planning and Homes are to be congratulated. We need more of this type of
leadership at the State level.
 
To read the Government’s press release, click here
 
To read the Urban Taskforce’s release welcoming the announcement, click here
 
Urban Taskforce CEO, Tom Forrest, was interviewed by 7 News Sydney on the Government’s announcement –
click here to view the report.
 
And the Australian Property Journal featured Urban Taskforce as a key industry group welcoming the
Government’s intervention. Click here to read the full article.
 

 

 

 
Two ABS reports released this week - a lot more work to be done to turn the
planning ship around
 

NSW Planning - Stuck in the Suez Canal

Two reports from the ABS this week show there is still a lot more to be done to address the housing supply
crisis engulfing NSW.

On Monday – the ABS released its Estimated Dwelling Stock for the June Quarter 2022. It showed an ongoing
decline in the growth rate of annual dwelling stock – from 2.03% in June 2017 to a mere 1.37% in June 2022.

The ABS data shows that Victoria produced 0.424% additional housing stock as a percentage of the total
housing stock last year. NSW, by contrast, produced only 0.287% of the total housing stock for that State. Both
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States were impacted by COVID.  NSW simply performed worse.  In fact, apart from NT, NSW is the worst
performing States on this metric.
 
To read the report, click here
 
ABS also released monthly on building approvals which does show an upward trend in approvals that gives
reasons for hope, but also shows the magnitude of the task ahead in resolving the housing supply crisis will
require a sustained effort.

Whilst slightly down from last month, the September approvals figures show that 3,125 apartments were
approved in NSW with 2,320 houses.
 

 

 

Not all approvals lead to completions. NSW needs between 75,000-80,000 approvals in NSW to meet
expected demand – approval numbers seen under the leadership of Secretary Carolyn McNally where Anthony
Roberts was the Planning Minister the first time around.

The 12-month figures on total approvals, while trending up, only show a total of 54,733 approvals across NSW
– more than 20,000 than where we need to be.
 
 
 

 

 

This is why the NSW Government’s announcement that it was assuming responsibility for assessing three
proposals to deliver 19,000 homes in Sydney’s southwest is welcomed and timely.
 
We have a lot of hard work to do to turn the big ship of NSW planning around.
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DPE’s Housing Supply Quarterly Insights Monitor – Apparently there is no crisis
– WHAT??!!
 

In direct contrast to the ABS data story above, DPE released its first quarterly NSW Housing Supply Insights
Monitor this week.

The Prime Minister acknowledges we have a housing supply crisis…
The Federal Treasurer acknowledges we have a housing supply crisis…
The NSW Premier acknowledges we have a housing supply crisis…
The NSW Minister for Planning and Homes acknowledges we have a housing supply crisis

But the NSW Planning Department – is apparently in denial if the latest Housing Supply Monitor published this
week is to be believed.

There is barely a commentator that denies the under-performance of the NSW Planning system when it comes
to Housing Supply. The wanton mashup of data in this Monitor paints a rosy picture.

DPE appears to have simply junked the NSW Housing Strategy 2021 (published only last year) which clearly
identified the need for the completion of 40,000 homes each year between 2016 and 2041 in Greater Sydney
alone.  Now they speak of a miserly target of only 42,500 per year for all of NSW.  The fact is this simply won’t
cut it.  It is a recipe for an ongoing crisis.

DPE has also neglected to adjust their modelling for the increased population growth expected as a result of
the Jobs Summit and the decision to increase permanent migration intake to 195,000 per year (up from the
pre-covid target of 160,000 per year) – not to mention the return of overseas students and temporary visa
holders.

There is no mention in this Housing Supply Monitor Insights publication of the record low rental vacancy rates
and the resultant spikes in rents across NSW caused by the lack of housing supply, nor the impact this has on
those least able to afford it.

What is needed is a complete change in attitude, culture and drive within DPE. The Planning system needs to
consistently repeat the performance of the planning system in 2015 and 2016 (its best years) to deliver the
number of houses that the demographic projections and the State Housing Strategy say we need.

There has been an important and much needed reversal in policy with DPE taking the lead on assessments of
major housing projects in Sydney’s southwest. But this change in culture needs to be sustained and
expanded. 

The only way there is any chance of this happening is if DPE start by being honest with themselves,
acknowledge the housing supply crisis we now face and re-consider every aspect of the policies and
framework that led us into this dismal position.
 
To read DPE's Housing Supply Quarterly Insights Monitor, Click here
 

 

 

 
Liverpool Mayor slams Planning Department for inaction
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Source: Liverpool City Council

Mayor of Liverpool City Council, Ned Mannoun, has labelled NSW Planning a “bureaucratic quagmire” and has
called on the Premier to back a proposal to transform an old industrial precinct at Moore Point on the Georges
River - right across from the Liverpool CBD - into an urban renewal project which will provide close to 15,000
new homes, commercial space and entertainment precinct.
 
In fact – it is a combination of DPE and GCC who have caused this mess.
 
The Mayor points out that this is a state significant project that for some reason has been neglected by the
State.
 
Liverpool Council continues to do a lot of the heavy lifting when it comes to providing the additional homes
Sydney needs.
 
We think it is time the State Government get behind the Mayor and Liverpool Council and get going on the
project.
 
Click here to view the Daily Telegraph article on this matter written by Clarissa Bye. Please note, this article
may be Paywall protected.
 
The efforts of Liverpool City Council were also acknowledged this week in an article in the Telegraph where
Urban Taskforce CEO Tom Forrest compliments Liverpool Council on being one of the few councils in Sydney
doing the heavy lifting when it comes to providing the homes needed in Greater Sydney.
 
While Western Sydney Councils, are pulling their weight, we need all Sydney councils taking on their fair share
– particularly those areas with high amenity and existing or planned transport infrastructure
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The Daily Telegraph followed up on the efforts of Liverpool, and highlight the “wasted opportunity” in tired, old,
shabby industrial riverside precincts like Moore Point. Urban Taskforce again featured in the story, iterating the
need for Government to abandon its current “retain and manage” approach to industrial lands and adopt a
more flexible approach to industrial lands.

To read the article in The Daily Telegraph in full, click here. Please note, this article may be Paywall protected.
 

 

 

 
Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP
 

The NSW Government has finalised a new framework for biodiversity and conservation planning.

The new SEPP consolidates and updates provision in 7 former chapters of the State Environmental Planning
Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021

The Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP commences on 21 November.
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The SEPP:

1. Consolidates four previous chapters related to water catchments for the Georges River, Hawkesbury-
Nepean, Sydney and Harbour and Sydney drinking water catchment into one new chapter;

2. Transfers provisions for canal estate development from the BC SEPP to LEPs;
3. Inserts a new clause on protecting bushland and expands to include Wyong;
4. Amends the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 to ensure that environmental

impact considerations are taken into account for ‘activities’ undertaken by public authorities, such as
councils in regulated water catchments;

5. Incorporates a new ministerial direction under Section 9.1 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979: Water Catchment Protection, Sydney Harbour Foreshores and Waterways Area,
Public Bushland, and Willandra Lakes Region, as well as an updated ministerial direction for Sydney
Drinking Water Catchment

6. Includes a new protecting public bushland fact sheet.

For details on the changes include in the new SEPP, click here
 
Urban Taskforce will be hosting a Members only Morning Tea on 7 December 2022 with a presentation from
the Biodiversity Conservation Trust.
 

 

 

Defence Housing plan for Randwick
 

Image: Dept of Defence

An article published in the Sydney Morning Herald highlighted a significant housing proposal from Defence.
One thousand homes on a well-located parcel of Commonwealth land in Sydney’s East could not come at a
better time.

Randwick Council only recorded 82 completions last financial year, along with a meagre 328 approvals. Their
5-year target set by the GCC is for an additional 4,300 homes.

The department wants to build 62 houses for families from 2023, followed a year later by 991 one-bedroom
units for defence personnel on the eastern side of the sprawling army base.

A number of local residents are now ‘alarmed’ – pointing to alleged contamination risks (amongst a list of
grievances).

Playing on fears of contamination is barely concealed NIMBYism. The article rightfully points out that
remediation standards and guidelines have advanced significantly over the past two decades.

There is no need to simply scare monger in an effort to stop much needed housing supply.  The Olympic
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village suburb of Newington was a former armaments depot with was grossly contaminated, the land being the
repository for many unexploded ordinances. It was transformed into becoming an early example of the green
showcase new suburb of Sydney.

Bottom line: these NIMBYs must let the contamination and remediation experts do their job and don’t just
resort to scare mongering and fear to stop development.

To read the full Sydney Morning Herald article click here (protected by paywall)
 

 

 

 
Sutherland Shire Council – the only way is up
 

Source: Sutherland Shire Council

Sutherland Shire is another council wrestling with the issue of how to accommodate the housing expected of
it.  Council has a housing target to 2026 of 3,800 - but only realised 509 homes in the first year of the 5-year
target set by the GCC.

It needs to deliver 910 homes each year to meet its 2041 target.

To do so, a Council report recognises that it needs to meet these targets through greater density and height.
 
To read more of Council’s deliberations, click here. Please note, this article may be covered by a Paywall.
 
An outcome from this week’s council meeting is to consider giving developers a height bonus if they include
affordable rental dwellings. This is a pragmatic way forward that if done properly will help addressing the
supply and affordability crisis engulfing many parts of Sydney.
 
To read more click here. Please note, this article may be covered by a Paywall. 
 
Urban Taskforce will be keeping an eye on the outcomes of these deliberations.
 

 

 

 
National Housing Finance and Investment Corporation (NHFIC) releases 2021-22
first home loan deposit scheme Trends and Insight Report
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The Report indicates strong demand for the Home Guarantee Scheme, with the proportion of first home buyers
supported increasing from 1 in 10 to 1 in 7.
 
NHFIC stands to play a key role in the Albanese Government’s response to the housing supply crisis and
helping first home buyers realise their dream of owning a home.
 
To read the report, click here
 
 

 

 

New approach in Penrith to housing affordability crisis – Urban Property Group
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This development by Urban Property Group in partnership with community housing provider Link Wentworth,
aims to deliver a new approach to affordable housing. Along with excellent design, the development, named
Navili, will also set aside 26 units for NDIS recipients, low income and essential workers.

Last Friday, Navali was officially opened by local MP, Tanya Davies, the Parliamentary Secretary for Planning.

The event, co-sponsored by Link Wentworth and Urban Property Group, was attended by other luminaries
including the Hon Shayne Mallard (MLC), Mr David Chandler (NSW Building Commissioner) and Mr Nick
Lennon (Executive GM Landcom).

A great result and shows that the private sector is ready and able to do the heavy lifting when it comes to fixing
the housing supply crisis.

To read The Daily Telegraph's coverage of the "new approach", click here. Please note, this article may be
covered by a paywall.  
 
To watch 9 News Sydney’s coverage of the new development, click here
 

 

 

 
Opposition vows to scrap stamp duty reforms
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News that the NSW Opposition will scrap stamp duty reform is unwelcomed and will only add to the confusion
around much needed property tax reform.

While the current proposal from the Perrottet Government is minor and more about demand side stimulus than
genuine tax reform – it is a start.

What NSW needs is a bi-partisan approach to tax reform. Cynical politics before good policy is not in the bests
interests of the State.

To read more on an issue which is looking like a big point of difference in the lead up to the March 2023 State
election, click here. Please note, this article may be covered by a Paywall.
 

 

 

The lion sleeps tonight (in Mosman at least)
 

Urban Taskforce CEO Tom Forrest was the first person called upon to tame the escaped lions this week,
averting panic right across the tennis clubs and tea rooms in Mosman and Cremorne…. *
 
Mosman Council have been noticeably reticent in taking up Urban Taskforce’s suggestions to improve housing
supply.
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This picture is an unadulterated original of the Urban Taskforce CEO's Lion taming training in Zimbabwe in 2010 - It has proven to be helpful in dealing with
Housing Supply issues in NSW.

 
*Not every word of this article is 100% accurate.

 

 

 

 
Property Person of the Year 2022 
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  Pyrmont Peninsula place strategy
 
  Sydney City Council is undertaking a strategic review of the 
  Pyrmont Peninsula, following the NSW Government’s         
  Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy approved by the             
  Minister in August

 

 
Lang Walker AO is Urban Taskforce’s Property Person of the Year for 2022.

Once again, it promises to be a great evening to celebrate and raise money for Urban Taskforce’s charities.
 
Not to be missed
 
For tickets and more information on the night, click here
 

 

 

Council Watch
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 Click here for more detail
 
 
 
 
New plan for Pymble Town Centre
 
The latest in a series of retail centre upgrades being
undertaken by Ku-ring-gai Council.
 
Click here for more detail

 

 

 

Urban Taskforce in the news
 

“A wicked conundrum” – Australia needs higher migration to address the skills crisis... but we also
have a housing crisis
 
Urban Taskforce CEO Tom Forrest featured in a Daily Telegraph article this week that asked how will NSW
accommodate the additional migration and returning international students who will arrive this year?

The additional migration, along with retuning international students will help address our skills shortage and
boost productivity – but we need housing supply to respond. And so far, the performance of most Sydney
Councils (where 30% of the additional migration will settle) has not been promising. Only 7 out of Sydney’s 33
councils have been meeting their targets set by the GCC.

To read the article, click here. Please note, this article may be covered by a Paywall.
 
 
Urban Taskforce welcomes Government's decision to fast track assessment for 19,000 new homes
 
Urban Taskforce comments welcoming the Government’s announce to fast track the assessment of 19,000
new hokes in Sydney’s South West were included in
 
7 News, click here to watch
Australian Property Journal, click here to read the full article. Please note, this article may be covered by a
Paywall.
 
Urban Taskforce’s support for the announcement was also broadly covered on the syndicated 2SM network.
 
 
Urban Taskforce features in a number of stories in the Daily Telegraph this week.
 
Urban Taskforce praised the efforts of Liverpool Council in doing a lot of the heavy lifting when it comes to
delivery homes, which was covered by the Daily Telegraph on Wednesday.
 
On Thursday the paper covered Urban Taskforce’s support for calls to the NSW Government get behind its
plans to transform shabby old industrial precincts like the one at Moore Point at Liverpool. To read more on this
story, click here Please note, this article may be covered by a Paywall.
 

 

 

Members News
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Phone   (02) 9238 3955
Email     admin@urbantaskforce.com.au
Web      urbantaskforce.com.au

DISCLAIMER: All representations and information contained in this document are made
in good faith. The information may contain material from other sources including media
releases, official correspondence and publications. Urban Taskforce Australia Ltd accepts
no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in this document.

Please note, some of the links noted in the following text may be protected by a Paywall.
 
 
“Lang Walker says his empire has shifted in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic and he will deliver more
suburban projects after turning in a record profit. … read more …
- The Australian, October 31
 
 
 
Mirvac investment head Campbell Hanan will take over as the company’s chief executive on March 1, sealing
the question of leadership transition just two weeks after Susan Lloyd-Hurwitz announced her intention to
depart. … read more … 
- AFR, October 28
 
 
 
“…McDonald’s will open another 11 restaurants across Australia by the end of the year, bringing its total store
numbers to more than 1020…” ... read more ...
- The Australian, November 2
 
 
 
“…Industrial property powerhouse Goodman Group will keep developing new warehouses around the world in
the face of international tensions and rising interest rates hitting commercial property…. Read More
- The Australian, November 2
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