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2 November 2022 
 

NSW takes bold step to address housing supply crisis 
 

Urban Taskforce CEO, Tom Forrest, today praised the Perrottet Government’s announcement to take on the 
assessment of three major planning proposals that could deliver around 19,000 new homes in Southwest Sydney. 
 
“Urban Taskforce has been calling for State led assessment of major projects for years. 
 
“These large projects often cross Council borders.  Their impact is felt far beyond Council boundaries.  Councils 
are ill-equipped to deal with the multitude of regulatory authorities and agencies that have a say on these types of 
development projects.  This is the role of the State Government and kudos to Premier Dominic Perrottet and 
Planning and Homes Minister Anthony Roberts for taking action which will make a real difference to housing 
supply numbers. 
 
“This decision is a full 180-degree backflip from the former Minister’s policy to remove the State Government from 
the assessment process for major housing project proposals. The decision to have the State Government 
Department of Planning take the lead in the assessment process is entirely sensible. 
 
“The three sites in Sydney’s southwest are high value and high housing yield projects. State Government 
assessment ensures that the projects are delivered with the right environmental controls, with a clear vision for the 
need for supplementation of roads, public transport, water supply and storm water management.  
 
“This is the first direct sign of the NSW Government getting involved in any meaningful fast tracking of the complex 
planning process. This is good news for thousands of individuals and young families trying to realise their dream of 
home ownership. 
 
“To meet surging demand for homes, the total number of approvals for new homes across all of NSW needs to be 
between 75,000 and 80,000 per year. 
 
“Across Greater Sydney, Western Sydney has done the heavy lifting on housing supply. But the Department of 
Planning and Environment’s own Urban Development Program (UDP) Dashboard shows the scale of the problem 
– with housing approvals and completions continuing to lag well behind targets set by the Greater Cities 
Commission. 
 
“The Greater Sydney UDP shows that in the 12 months to June 2022, only 24,641 dwelling were completed 
(28.7% below prior 5-year average), along with 36,205 approvals (14.4% below the prior 5-year average). 
 
It has taken a while to turn the ship of planning around as the housing supply crisis got worse and worse. It is great 
to see the Perrottet Government listening to industry and responding. 
 
“Delivering new housing developments will not happen overnight and we will have a housing supply crisis for some 
time yet. This announcement will demonstrate what can be achieved when we have decisive action and resolve at 
the State level. But we have fallen so far behind that this must be just the start of planning reform. 
 
“With 195,000 permanent migrants per year (plus students plus temporary visa holders) expected to arrive on 
Australia’s shores to address our skills deficit and boost the economy, as well as the strong signals coming out of 
Canberra through the Housing Accord, it is great to see our State and Commonwealth leaders take on the issue of 
housing supply.” 
 

The comments and analysis above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce Australia.  

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property 

developers and equity financiers. 
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