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Court overturns Heritage Listing of the North Sydney MLC Building

The property investment community breathed a sigh of relief on Friday when Justice Sandra Duggan
overturned the decision of former NSW Minister Don Harwin to list the MLC building on Miller Street North
Sydney on the NSW State Heritage Register.

This decision demonstrates the significant gaps in the competency of the Heritage Council, who had
recommended to State Heritage the listing of the MLC building.

This decision re-enforces the importance of all those involved with the process acting in accord with the
rule of planning law and heritage law. This decision exposes the political nature of the last-minute use of
heritage listing to prevent sensible transport oriented development on the site.

In 2013, the State Heritage Council decided not to list the site under it “Thematic Listing Program”. This
was a clear signal to the private sector that the site, which is immediately adjacent to the new Victoria
Cross Metro rail line entry, was appropriate for development.

The former Mayor of North Sydney encouraged investment in this very building for the purpose of its
redevelopment.

The $600 million proposal to redevelop the site will deliver in the order of 2,200 jobs and considerable
improvements to the streetscape and functionality of the North Sydney CBD. The Court found that the
Minister failed to take into account:

e whether the listing would render the building incapable of reasonable use, and

¢ whether the listing would cause undue financial hardship.

These matters are fundamental to sensible decision making. Without them, investors can be held to
ransom by architects seeking to protect their own legacy without regard to the damage to the value of the
site.

The decision to list the building has been declared invalid and has been set aside.

End

The comments above can be attributed to Tom Forrest, CEO, Urban Taskforce.

The Urban Taskforce Australia is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property developers
and equity financiers.
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