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Urban Living Network covers news about apartment developments, retail
trends, job locations, density related to railway stations, urban projects on city
fringes, strata and planning reforms. We aim to provide real data on trends,
housing supply and demographic change. ULN is essential reading for all
those involved in urban living including politicians, councils, planners,
architects, developers, financiers, legal firms, real estate agents and strata
bodies. 

Tom Forrest
CEO - Urban Taskforce Australia
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23 DECEMBER 2021
 
 
Urban Taskforce welcomes the new Cabinet team and the new Secretary of NSW
Department of Planning and Environment

Urban Taskforce welcomed the announcement of the new Cabinet team.

Urban Taskforce members have been consistently calling for improvements in housing approval timeframes
and numbers. The Premier’s decision to restore Anthony Roberts to the Planning portfolio is strongly supported
by industry.

More importantly, the Premier has sent a clear message to the Department of Planning by titling Mr Robert’s
new portfolio responsibilities “Homes and Planning”.

The last time Minister Roberts held the planning portfolio was the only time in the last 2 decades when housing
approvals were sufficient to deliver housing supply that met the State Government’s own targets. The really
good news is Minister Roberts knows the role and will be able to hit the ground running in 2022.

We hope that this drives a clear message through the entire planning system: housing approvals, housing
affordability and housing supply must be front and centre of the portfolio.

The appointment of Minister Stokes to the new Cities Ministerial portfolio will mean there is valuable continuity
provided through the timely delivery of roads, transport, water, sewerage, drinking water supply and storm
water pipes as well as electricity infrastructure – all critical to supporting the growth of Sydney’s three cities,
Central Coast, Newcastle and Wollongong.

Urban Taskforce also welcomed the announcement of Mick Cassel’s appointment to the position of Secretary
of the new Planning and Environment portfolio.

Mick Cassel has spent a career working in real estate and construction.

Prior to joining the Land and Housing Corporation, Mr Cassel led the NSW Government’s Revitalising
Newcastle Program then became Chief Executive of the Hunter and Central Coast Regional Development
Corporation.

After joining the Land and Housing Corporation (LAHC) in 2019, Mr Cassel rose to the position of CEO – part
of DPIE. Ironically, LAHC, just like so many private sector developers, were regularly frustrated by their
planning colleagues.  As CEO of LAHC, Mr Cassel has sought to work closely with the private sector and has
been a champion of collaborative partnerships.
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With a clear mandate to deliver homes of all types, Mick Cassel is an ideal choice as the new Secretary.

Urban Taskforce would like to thank outgoing Secretary, Kiersten Fishburn.  Kiersten came into DPIE at the
peak of the first round of the COVID crisis and did an excellent job as the head of the Planning Delivery Unit. 
While her tenure at the top was short, Ms Fishburn had an immediate impact, building bridges with industry
stakeholders and building for the post COVID recovery.

Urban Taskforce members look forward to working with Ms Fishburn in the future in her capacity as the new
Deputy Secretary of Transport for NSW reporting to Minister Stokes in his new role.
 

 

 

Council Watch 2021

The Urban Taskforce has prepared a snapshot of most of the key Greater Sydney Council election results.

The results of the 2021 elections are now final.

The Urban Taskforce Council Watch report sheds light on the breakdown of the incoming councillors by
political affiliation.

While the likelihood for some candidates to become (or remain) the Mayor is almost certain, for others we will
need to wait for the first Council meeting in February before knowing who gets the Mayoralty.

Download a copy of the Council Watch report here.

You can also go to the ABC website for an overview of the results or head to the NSW Electoral Commission to
look into the results of a particular NSW council.
 
Click here for the NSW Electoral Commission Results by Local Government Area.
 

 

 

Ausgrid promises no more work cancellation in 2022

https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-t/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-i/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-d/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-h/
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The temporary construction hours order which
applied during COVID ends on 24 December. After
this date, construction on sites will only be allowed
in accord with the conditions of DA consent.
 
DPIE is considering options to make these
extended working hours permanent, in line with the
NSW Productivity Commissioner’s
recommendations.  Any such consideration will
undoubtedly also consider modifications to the

Throughout the year, Ausgrid cancelled many works as a result of the Protected Industrial Action at the
company. This has been an issue that impacted construction projects industry wide.

In October 2021, the Urban Taskforce reached out to Ausgrid, expressing the concern of Urban Taskforce
members regarding the frequent occurrence of Ausgrid works’ cancellations. These delays had an enormous
impact on the feasibility of the developments.

Urban Taskforce was informed that Ausgrid and the Union had reached an Agreement that was submitted to
the Fair Work Commission at the end of November.

In the latest update, we understand that the Fair Work Commission has approved the Enterprise Agreement
2021 and became operational yesterday, on 22 December 2021.

Ausgrid has confirmed that all the jobs that were cancelled as a result of Protected Industrial Action have been
rescheduled.

The Urban Taskforce members are invited to let us know if there are jobs of concern that should be raised with
Ausgrid. Ausgrid has also advised that they would be willing to assist with moving things along.
 

 

 

Urban Taskforce urges Government to make the extended Construction hours
permanent
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current orders to protect local amenities. However,
with all the recent changes, we are advised that
none of this has yet been considered by
Government.
 
Rest assured that in the New Year, the Urban
Taskforce will continue pushing for this important
productivity measure.
 
Fact: reverting to pre-COVID standard construction
hours will reduce construction workplace
productivity by 21.4% (1.5 days out of a 7 day
week).

 

 

 

Draft Camellia–Rosehill Place Strategy is now on exhibition

Source: DPIE

DPIE has published a draft place strategy for Camellia-Rosehill.

https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-k/


2/2/22, 11:03 AM Urben Taskforce | AUSTRALIA

https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend.com/t/ViewEmail/r/5EBEFAFABA0E2A522540EF23F30FEDED/C67FD2F38AC4859C/?tx=0&previewA… 7/9

Source: IPART

 
IPART released its Final Report on the contributions
Lane Cove Council can levy developers in the St
Leonards South precinct.
 
IPART recommends that future developers would
pay around $29,000 per typical dwelling, which
goes towards stormwater and road upgrades, and
increasing open space.
 
The Final Report on the assessment of the St
Leonards South Precinct Contributions Plan and the
associated Technical Report can be accessed on
IPART’s website.
 
Click here to read IPART’s Final Report.
 
Click here to read the IPART’s Technical Report.

The 2021 EP&A Regulation is an update that aims
to modernise and simplify the system.

The document has 5 strategic directions and supporting actions:

1. Recognise and celebrate Country and heritage
2. Boost economic activity and employment opportunities
3. Improve access and sustainable travel options and choices
4. Deliver high-quality place outcomes
5. Enable a net-zero precinct by 2050 and deliver a holistic approach to environmental management and

sustainability

The document builds on the studies and community input previously provided for the Draft Camellia Land Use
and Infrastructure Strategy in 2015 and the Draft Camellia Town Centre Master Plan in 2018.

A Directions for Camellia–Rosehill Place Strategy paper was exhibited from 15 September to 13 October 2021.
The Urban Taskforce made a submission back in October and you can read the document here.
 
The new draft place strategy document is on exhibition for public comment until Friday 4 March 2022.

Click here to read the Camellia–Rosehill Place Strategy paper.
 

 

 

IPART’s Review of Lane Cove Council's St Leonards South Precinct Section 7.11
Development Contributions Plan

 

 

 

2021 EP&A Regulation to replace the 2000 Regulation

https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-b/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-n/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-p/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-u/
https://urbantaskforceaustralia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-trhtqjd-l-o/
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This Regulation deals with the following matters:

planning instruments, including local
environmental plans and development control
plans,
development applications, including for State
significant development,
modification of development applications
complying development,
existing uses,
State significant infrastructure,
environmental impact assessment,
infrastructure contributions and finance,
paper subdivisions,
registers of development consents and other
certificates kept by councils,
reviews and appeals,
fees payable by applicants and other
persons.

The Environmental Planning and Assessment
Regulation 2021 (2021 EP&A Regulation) will
commence on 1 March 2022 and replace the 2000
Regulation.

Click here to read the 2021 EP&A Regulation
document.

 
Change of Planning Institute of Australia NSW
President
 
Sharon Smith has been elected as the incoming
NSW President for 2022
 
Sharon is a strategic planner with over 30 years of
experience in both local government
and private practice on the North Coast of NSW.
She is currently employed as the Section
Leader Local Planning at Coffs Harbour City
Council, and is a Registered Planner and
Fellow of the Institute.

 

 

 

Other things happening this week

 

 

 

In this country, housing is both shelter and an instrument of wealth creation. Susan Lloyd-Hurwiz, CEO of
residential developer Mirvac, last month said it was crucial to separate the two. ... read more ... 
 
The Financial Review, 23 December
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Phone   (02) 9238 3955
Email     admin@urbantaskforce.com.au
Web      urbantaskforce.com.au

DISCLAIMER: All representations and information contained in this document are made
in good faith. The information may contain material from other sources including media
releases, official correspondence and publications. Urban Taskforce Australia Ltd accepts
no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in this document.

 
Stockland Aura property release: North Lane Terraces for sale ... read more …

The Courier Mail, 21 December
 
 
Dexus head of healthcare partnerships George Websdale said the $1.3-billion Dexus Healthcare Property
Fund was diversifying into the development space… read more …
 
The Urban Developer, 16 December
 
 
McDonald’s reopens its first Australian store with a flashback to the 1970s… read more …

Inside Retail, 20 December
 

 

 

Urban Taskforce takes a break

The Urban Taskforce office will be enjoying a short break, closing COB today, 23th December, and re-opening
Monday 10th January 2022.

This marks the final edition of Urban Living Network for 2021.

Urban Taskforce wishes all our members, stakeholders and readers best wishes for a safe and relaxing holiday
season.
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