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We acknowledge that today we 

meet on many Aboriginal lands.

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the lands and we 

show our respect for elders past, 

present and emerging through 

thoughtful and collaborative 

approaches to our discussion.

Acknowledgement of Country

Artwork by

Nikita Ridgeway
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Agenda 

Description Timing

1 Background 9.35 am

2 Discussion: Critical housing issues & drivers 9.50 am

3 Discussion: Barriers to housing delivery 10:10 am

4 Discussion: Challenges/opportunities for action 10:30 am

5 Discussion: NSW Government and planning 

system’s role

10:50 am

6 Further discussion 11:10 am

7 Wrap up 11:25 am
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Please:

• Keep your microphones on mute when not speaking

• Raise you hand if you wish to speak to the group

• Wait to be invited to speak before unmuting your microphone

• Please state your name, organisation and role before you give your 

response

• You’re encouraged to put questions and comments into the chat

Meeting Protocol



Background
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Background

• In June 2021 the NSW 

Government established a 

Regional Housing Taskforce 

in response to increasing 

pressures on the supply and 

affordability of housing in 

Regional NSW

• The Taskforce will build on 

work undertaken as part of the 

NSW Housing Strategy 2041

• The Taskforce provides a 

focused opportunity to consider 

planning barriers and potential 

solutions as they apply to 

Regional NSW.
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Taskforce Members

• Independent Chair:

• Garry Fielding

• Senior NSW Government representatives:

• Monica Gibson, Executive Director Local and Regional Planning 

(DPIE)

• Ben Hewett, Executive Director, Innovation, Strategy and Integration 

(DPIE)

• Ash Albury, Executive Director Regional Housing Supply, 

Department of Regional NSW
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• To undertake consultation with local government and experts from the 

development and housing sectors to identify barriers in the planning 

system to new supply and develop potential solutions

• To advise the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces on findings and 

provide recommendations to achieve better housing outcomes for regional 

NSW though the planning system

• To contribute to the evidence base identifying housing challenges and 

planning barriers to housing delivery, building on existing background work 

to inform future government housing initiatives and provide advice to the 

Expert Housing Advisory Panel

Purpose
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The Taskforce will investigate planning barriers and develop 

recommendations with a focus on:

• The planning system and other government levers to 

stimulate housing supply and address housing needs

• Removing impediments within the planning system to the 

delivery of affordable housing types and housing generally

• Identifying mechanisms within the planning system to 

facilitate and drive the delivery of housing matched to 

community needs

Scope
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• The Taskforce is consulting widely with the community throughout 

August 2021

• The Taskforce will review and analyse all feedback and present 

evidence and findings from the consultation and its recommendations 

to the Minister in October 2021

• The NSW Government will decide which recommendations to put in 

place based on the information provided in these reports

Deliverables
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• You can make a formal submission online via the NSW Planning 

Portal until midnight Friday 27 August 2021

• You can also attend an in-person roundtable in the coming weeks

• Refer to the Planning Portal for the schedule of in-person events

Submissions

October 2021

Recommendations Report

27 August 2021

Online submission 

close

19 July 2021

Taskforce kick off

August 2021

Stakeholder Engagement



Discussion
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1. Critical housing issues & 

drivers

2. Barriers to housing delivery

3. Challenges/opportunities for 

action

4. NSW Government and 

planning system’s role

Key Topics

• Planning system barriers 

and solutions aligned to 

the 4 Pillars of Housing 

2041: 

• Housing supply

• Housing affordability

• Housing diversity

• Resilience

Areas of focus
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• What are the critical housing issues your business or 

organisation sees in regional areas and what are the 

key elements contributing to these issues?

Critical housing issues and their drivers
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• What are the main barriers to delivering housing, 

including diverse and affordable housing?

Barriers to housing delivery
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• What are the challenges for development feasibility? Are 

there challenges that are unique to regional contexts? 

• What challenges does your organisation face in the planning 

system and what opportunities are there for improvement?

Challenges and opportunities for action
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• What can the NSW Government and local 

Government do via the planning system to better 

support housing delivery and to help bring supply to 

the market faster?

Role of NSW Government & the planning system
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Further comments?
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Regional Housing Taskforce

regions.coordination@planning.nsw.gov.au

Please consider providing a formal submission via 

the Planning Portal by Friday 27 August 2021: 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/regional-housing 


