
 

 

The Urban Taskforce represents Australia's most prominent property 

developers and equity financiers.  We provide a forum for people involved 

in the development and planning of the urban environments to engage in 

constructive dialogue with government and the community. 

 
24th May 2021 

 

City of Sydney Council 

Town Hall House Level 7, 456 Kent St 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

sydneyyoursay@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

Re: draft Greening Sydney Strategy 

 

I write regarding draft Greening Sydney Strategy (draft Strategy) prepared by the City of 

Sydney Council (Council).  

 

While the vision for a greener Sydney is supported the intended outcomes of the draft 

strategy are ambitious and not without cost. The draft Strategy fails to clearly address and 

consider the financial cost implications of implementation. Accordingly Urban Taskforce 

recommends that in finalising the draft Strategy the anticipated financial costings of 

implementation be clearly identified both in terms of how much and who pays. 

  

The targets contained in the draft Strategy, particularly those relating to “Turning Grey to 

Green” and “Greener Buildings” will add to the cost of undertaking development in the 

City of Sydney. Additional costs in the delivery of new residential development are 

ultimately passed on to new home purchasers. It is not fair to burden new home buyers and 

employment creators with the full costs of greening our cities. In the context of the current 

housing affordability crises all levels of government have a responsibility to NOT add to the 

cost of the delivery of new homes. 

 

One way to avoid the cost of greening the city being passed on to new home purchasers 

and employment creators, is for any planning controls requiring the provision of additional 

greening and green space beyond current standards to be supported by development 

incentives that deliver additional yield. As such Urban Taskforce recommends that 

development incentives be included in accompanying planning instruments to offset the 

cost of additional greening requirements.   

 

Table 1 contains a summary of all Urban Taskforce recommendations. 

 

Urban Taskforce looks forward to additional engagement in finalising the draft Strategy so 

that both future development opportunities and the further greening of Sydney can be 

realised. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Tom Forrest  

Chief Executive Officer 

mailto:sydneyyoursay@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
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Table 1:  

Summary of Urban Taskforce recommendations 

 

 Urban Taskforce recommendation 

1.  Urban Taskforce recommends that in finalising the draft Strategy the anticipated 

financial costings of implementation be clearly identified both in terms of how much 

and who pays. 

2.  Urban Taskforce recommends that development incentives be included in 

accompanying planning instruments to offset the cost of additional greening 

requirements. 

 

 


