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ABOUT US
“The Urban Taskforce was established in 1999 as a non-profit organisation representing Australia’s most
prominent property developers and equity financiers. We provide a forum for people involved in the
development and planning of the urban environment to engage in constructive dialogue with both
government and the community.”

The Urban Taskforce champions the financial risk
takers in the development market place.
OUR MISSION IS TO PROMOTE:
•

Efficient planning and environment laws

•

Quality urban design

•

Increased economic activity

•

Improved quality of life in urban communities

CORE MEMBERSHIP

Taylor’s Walk, Botany by Frasers Property Australia

MEMBERSHIP BY INVITATION
We are a specialised group that remains focused on the
issues that affect the property development industry.
Our continued success can be attributed to our close
consultation with senior representatives of government,
the community and each member company.
Our core membership is by invitation only and is capped at
100 members so as to ensure exclusive benefits and good
communication for our members. The Executive Committee

Jewel Pierside, Wentworth Point by PAYCE & Sekisui House

approves membership to ensure that a balance of
members across the industry is maintained. Having a limited
number of members’ means we are able to visit each
member annually to understand their issues and to ensure
that our activities are tailored to members’ needs.
Core member company representatives on the Taskforce
are chief executives, directors and senior executives.
This assists company representatives to network with their
peers across property development industry.

Paragon, Zetland by Hi Fu Investments
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AS A CORE MEMBER OF URBAN TASKFORCE AUSTRALIA YOUR COMPANY WILL BENEFIT FROM THE
FOLLOWING SERVICES:
•

	Direct representation on key issues

•

affecting the urban development
industry;
•

government ministers and senior
bureaucrats;
•

networking, including:
•

	Regular meetings between the Urban
Taskforce and state and federal

	Swift response to policy and legislation

•

on matters affecting the industry.

	Exclusive member-only boardroom
lunches with key decision-makers;

•

	Free educational presentations and
seminars from leading experts on topics
of interest;

property development industry;
	Regular e-newsletters to update members

	Industry breakfasts and luncheons with
prominent guest speakers;

change – reflecting the concerns of the
•

	Regular events to promote industry

•

	The Property Person of the Year Award;

•

The Development Excellence Awards.

WHAT YOU GET WITH MEMBERSHIP
BOARD ROOM LUNCHES (Free attendance for core members)
These events usually have around 25 members who engage in discussion with the guest speaker. Recent
speakers have included: Adam Searl, Shadow Minister for Planning ; Dominic Perrotett, NSW Treasurer;
Lucy Turnbull, Chief Commissioner Greater Sydney Commission; Jim Betts, Secretary DPIE; Brian
Preston, Chief Judge, Land & Environment Court; and Clover Moore, Lord Mayor of Sydney; and many
more.
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP
Core members can become members of our Executive Committee, our Steering Committee or
Special Sub-Committees set up for specific issues like planning reform or retail strategies.
RESEARCH, REPORTS, SUBMISSIONS
On behalf of our members the Urban Taskforce produces detailed research reports on key
issues related to the industry. Research has recently been undertaken into the reform of Local
Government, The deficit of jobs in Western Sydney and Planning Reform. We make many
submissions to new policies that are exhibited particularly related to planning, levies and
infrastructure. The Urban Taskforce has a reputation for taking a strong stand on behalf of the
industry with governments.
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INDUSTRY LUNCHES AND BREAKFASTS (Free attendance for core member representative)
The Urban Taskforce organises a number of industry events with key speakers or panel members. Recent
speakers have included The Hon. Brad Hazzard, Minister for Family and Community Services; Sarah Hill,
CEO Greater Sydney Commission; UrbanGrowth NSW executives on key projects; research on Who Lives
in Apartments- presentation on findings.
KEY EVENTS — DEVELOPMENT EXCELLENCE AWARDS
These awards are given to the developer of the best development of the year in various categories
over the previous year. The awards are presented at a well-attended gala dinner. The awards receive
wide coverage and all entries are featured in a special booklet.
KEY EVENTS — PROPERTY PERSON OF THE YEAR
This is a very popular event where the property and development industry celebrate the
achievements of the latest winner. Recent Property Persons of the Year include Justin Hemmes,
Joe Khattar AM., Sarkis Nassif, Iwan Sunito, Tony Perich, Steve McCann, Ross McDiven, Gary
Rothwell, Harry Triguboff AO and Bob Rose AM. The award event is an occasion to hear of the
winner’s career, to network with colleagues and importantly to raise funds for two charities.
MEDIA EXPOSURE AND OPINION PIECES
The Urban Taskforce attracts extensive exposure in mainstream media, including coverage in radio,
television, print, electronic and social media. The UTA has an extensive following on LinkedIn, Twitter,
and is often contacted for comments on key issues affecting property development. The CEO writes
a number of opinion pieces which have been printed in the Sydney Morning Herald, Telegraph,
Financial Review and Government News. The Urban Taskforce has developed a reputation in the
media of giving strong opinions on behalf of the development industry.
MEMBER ALERT
The Urban Taskforce issues a regular electronic news sheet exclusively to members with updates
on changes to government policy, information on new planning instruments on exhibition, trend
data on industry directions and summaries of our submissions to government.
URBAN LIVING NETWORK (ULN)
This is a more general electronic news sheet that raises key issues in the property industry and
presents summaries of key media coverage of property related issues. The ULN is an important
communication to all those involved in the trend towards cosmopolitan living with increased
densities. Members are provided the opportunity to give updates to the Urban Living Network,
such as coverage of their key development projects.
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GENERAL ADVICE AND SUPPORT
Members are able to contact the staff or other members to get advice on projects, planning
approval processes or broader issues. It is often through these discussions that the Urban Taskforce
develops a campaign to change government policy. Members are also invited to contact the
Taskforce on general issues to do with planning, property development or other issues – with our
extensive network and knowledge of both government and private industry we are certain to
provide useful contacts and information.
MEMBERSHIP FEES
THE ANNUAL FEE FOR CORE MEMBERSHIP IS $7,500 + GST.
MORE INFORMATION
For more information on membership of the Urban Taskforce please contact either:
TOM FORREST

NICOLA BAUME
Manager - Events & Membership
P. (02) 9238 3955

OR

nicola@urbantaskforce.com.au

Chief Exexcutive Officer
P. (02) 9238 3927
tom@urbantaskforce.com.au

East Village, Victoria Park by Payce Consolidated Limited

Urban Taskforce Australia Ltd. ABN: 21 102 685 174 | GPO Box 5396 Sydney NSW 2001
T. 612 9238 3955 | F. 612 9222 9122
Level 12, 32 Martin Place, Sydney NSW | Level 6, 39 London Circuit, Canberra ACT
admin@urbantaskforce.com.au | urbantaskforce.com.au
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URBAN TASKFORCE RESEARCH
The Urban Taskforce undertakes detailed research on areas that impact on our members and where
we can influence policy. We also make submissions to governments on key policy areas & use our
research to inform our submissions. Recent research projects include:

CREATING COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE (November 2018)
On Friday October 12, 2018 the Urban Taskforce organised the Creating
Communities Conference to demonstrate urban renewal projects that
created a sense of community by incorporating a range of community
facilities along with parkland and landscaping. World trends were presented
on projects in New York, London, Singapore and Kuala Lumpur as well
as local Sydney projects.

October 2018

INNOVATIVE APARTMENTS (October 2018)
This issue of Urban Ideas opens up a discussion on the design and appearance
of apartment buildings in Sydney. To compare Sydney designs with other cities
we look at international examples of apartment design and look in particular
at Melbourne apartment buildings which have a reputation for innovative
design. This issue also examines a range of Sydney apartments that do have
a more innovative appearance.

A PA R T M E N T S
ARE SYDNEY APARTMENTS
LOOKING THE SAME?
ARE MELBOURNE APARTMENTS
MORE CREATIVE?
ARE REGULATIONS
STOPPING INNOVATION?

URBAN GREENING (June 2018)
The Urban Taskforce recently organised an Industry Breakfast on the topic
of URBAN GREENING. The forum was sponsored by Frasers Property and
Sekisui House who are the developers of the international award winning
Central Park development on Broadway in Sydney. The project has won
‘Best Tall Building in the World from the Council for Tall Buildings and World
Urban Habitat (CTBUH) partly for its integration of green landscape into
the built form of its two major residential towers.

SYDNEY’S EMERGING URBAN LIFESTYLES
Urban Taskforce commissioned demographers McCrindle to develop profiles
on typical apartment dwellers. We were interested in what trends were
happening as the apartment boom is well underway, particularly in terms of
the age, family structure and attitudes of those living in apartments.
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SYDNEY v MELBOURNE: WHY SYDNEY APARTMENTS COST $150,000 MORE
(JUNE 2017)
This research was undertaken by HDC Planning, Turner Studio architects and
Ferrarin Consulting Services Quantity Surveyors to compare the standards and
guidelines applied in Victoria and NSW for apartment design. The research
found that if the new Victorian standards were applied in NSW then $150,000
could be saved from the cost of a typical 2 bed apartment. The biggest
difference was from the bigger area requirements that NSW mandates.

RELATIONAL GLOBAL CITIES: SINGAPORE, SHANGHAI AND SYDNEY
(FEBRUARY 2017)
The Urban Taskforce commissioned Professor Richard Hu of the University of
Canberra’s Globalisation and Cities Research Program to see how Sydney
related to the two Asian cities of Singapore and Shanghai. To help with the
research Professor Hu and Urban Taskforce CEO Chris Johnson undertook
a study tour of Singapore and Shanghai and met with officials from both
cities. The research found that Singapore and Shanghai have many planning
aspects that Sydney could learn from including their metro rail networks, their
greening city programs and their economic successes.

HOW TO SUPPLY 40,000 AFFORDABLE HOMES TO SYDNEY IN 10 YEARS
(November 2016)
A research project that developed a proposed change to the government’s
Affordable Rental Housing SEPP to lift the incentive so that a 20% uplift would
lead to 20% of the project being affordable homes for a 10 year period.
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URBAN TASKFORCE PUBLICATIONS
The Urban Taskforce undertakes significant research in preparing submissions and on key issues in the
public interest. To communicate our findings and our ideas for improvement we publish reports and
a magazine titled Urban Ideas. These publications are distributed as hard copy documents to key

December 2018

October 2018

stakeholders and are distributed as electronic flip-books.

LEARNING
FROM JAPAN
NATURE + URBAN

A PA R T M E N T S
ARE SYDNEY APARTMENTS
LOOKING THE SAME?
ARE MELBOURNE APARTMENTS
MORE CREATIVE?
ARE REGULATIONS
STOPPING INNOVATION?
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URBAN TASKFORCE EVENTS
The Urban Taskforce organises a number of events for members and industry stakeholders. These are
generally focussed around current topics relevant to our industry. Some of these events are focussed
around issues with a panel of presenters while others are focussed around a key person like the
Minister for Planning.

BREAKFAST SESSIONS
Recent breakfast sessions have been on topics like Learning from Asian Cities, Western Sydney Airport
Takes off and Housing Finance Forecasts.

INDUSTRY LUNCHES
Recent lunch forums have had key projects presented along with presentation on Urbanism in USA.

TWILIGHT TOURS
The Urban Taskforce is conducting a series of Summer Twilight Tours of interesting recently completed
projects by our members. The first of these was hosted by two of our members- Mirvac are the developers
of the spectacular 8 Chifley and the key tenant is another Taskforce member Corrs Chambers Westgarth.

CONFERENCE
The conference focus on a specific topic with international and local speakers.
2018 Creating Communities Conference highlighted the importance of community
building and how this is achieved. 2017 Sydney Skyscraper Summit highlighted how
tall buildings enhance community. In 2019 we focused on Cities Shaped by Transport
with speakers including NSW Transport Minister Andrew Constance, John McAslan from
London, Peter Hyland from Singapore and Ofer Manor from Jerusalem.
MEMBER ONLY BOARDROOM LUNCHES
A number of boardroom lunches are held each year with key members of the
government, heads of government departments and with industry leaders.
MORNING TEA SEMINARS
Our Morning Tea Seminars are regular educational seminars held in conjunction with
core member law firm Allens. These seminars cover key industry topics and are
designed to keep members informed and aware of changes in regulation,
advances in technology and up to date with urban issues.
URBAN VISIONS
Urban Visions are evening events featuring a developer and an architect discussing
their collaboration on a recent property development projects.
YOUNG DEVELOPER EVENINGS
Young Developer evening forums feature new innovation and ideas that will impact
the future of the industry for the new leaders of the future, including the much loved
Great Debate - held in October.
PROPERTY PERSON OF THE YEAR
The Urban Taskforce has selected a winner for the property person of the year for the
last 13 years. The most recent winner for 2019 is Darren Steinberg, CEO, Dexus Group.
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Urban Taskforce | Core Membership Prospectus

DEVELOPMENT EXCELLENCE AWARDS
The Urban Taskforce organises Development Excellence Awards to acknowledge and award property
developers for projects that achieve outstanding results. The awards are assessed against outcomes in
the areas of client requirements, environment, business and community considerations as well as time,
cost and quality. While teams of people are responsible for achieving quality results it is the developer,
the ultimate risk taker that receives the award. As well as awarding winners in categories like industrial
development, commercial development and residential development, one project is selected as the
“Development of the Year”.
The awards are a prestigious networking event and an industry favourite.
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URBAN TASKFORCE SUBMISSIONS
The Urban Taskforce responds to national, state and local government exhibitions of new policies,
local environmental plans and modifications to planning instruments. While most of our submissions
are related to planning issues, the Taskforce also comments on transport master plans, home warranty
issues, reviews of the Strata Act, Land Tax issues and other related areas. Submissions are prepared by
Annie Manson, our urban policy and planning expert who has extensive experience in the government
and private sector. We invite our members to contact us to provide opinions and advice on projects,
policies and programs which the Urban Taskforce may use in their submission.

LIST OF RECENT SUBMISSIONS
1. Submission to the Productivity Commissioner on

which identifies potential land use and sequence

the IPC - which, along with face to face meetings with

of development surrounding the future Western

key stakeholders, resulted in the adoption of the

Sydney Airport.

majority of our recommendations for change.
2. Submission to DPIE on Planning Reforms,
backed up with presentations to the Secretary
DPIE, Minister for Planning, the Treasurer, Deputy
Secretaries of DPIE, the GSC and key decision
makers across Government.
3. Kickstarting Producivity - submission to the NSW
Productivity Commissioner on reforms to the NSW
Planning System including 41 recommendations.
4. Submission to the GSC on GPOP PIC highlighting the secrecy of the process and calling
for transparency and consultation with industry.
5. Detailed submissions on LSPSs
6. Draft Lowes Creek Maryland Precinct Plan
Submission to the NSW Department of Planning
and Environment on the draft Precinct Plan for
Lowes Creek Maryland which guides the future

6. Options Paper for Improving Certifier
Independence Submission to the Building
Professionals Board regarding proposed reforms to
introduce an alternative appointment process for
private certifiers.
7. Carter Street Revised Master Plan Submission to
the NSW Department of Planning and
Environment regarding propsed changes to the
Carter Street Master Plan.
8. Draft Government Architect’s Design Excellence
Competition Guidelines Submission to the
Government Architect NSW regarding the Draft
Government Architect’s Design Excellence
Competition Guidelines 2018, which revise and
update the Director General’s Design Excellence
Competition Guidelines 2011.

rezoning and development of this precint.
7. Western Sydney Aerotropolis Land Use and
Infrastructure Implementation Plan (Stage 1)
Submission to the NSW Department of Planning
and Environment on the draft Western Sydney
Aerotropolis Land Use and Infrastructure
Implementation Plan (Stage 1)
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CORE MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please complete and email form to nicola@urbantaskforce.com.au

Company Name
ACN No (If Company)
Postal Address
Street Address
Telephone

Fax

No of Employees
Nature of Business
Website

NOMINATED COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE’S DETAILS

Name
Position
Telephone (Direct)

Fax

Mobile
Email
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PERSONAL ASSISTANT’S DETAILS
Full Name
Telephone (Direct)

Fax

Mobile

Email

EMAIL ADDRESSES OF OTHER STAFF WITHIN YOUR ORGANISATION TO RECEIVE URBAN TASKFORCE
CORRESTPONDENCE

Email 1
Email 2
Email 3

REFERRED BY (EXISTING MEMBER, IF APPLICABLE)

Name
Company Name
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