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Research by McCrindle for the Urban Taskforce has identified four emerging household types within
Sydney’s apartment market and predicts that half of Sydney's homes will be apartments within a
generation.

“With 30% of Sydney homes now being apartments the Urban Taskforce undertook detailed research to
find out which household types are preferring apartment living,” says Urban Taskforce CEO, Chris Johnson.
“We were amazed to find out that 20% of the apartments are occupied by typical families and a further
8% are occupied by one-parent families. They choose apartment living due to access to public fransport,
affordability, safety & security and access to schools and childcare.”

“The Urban Taskforce commissioned McCrindle to undertake research intfo who lives in apartments through
polling of 1,500 people and through analysis of the 2016 census data. The research also enabled a
comparison to be made between the attitudes and preferences of apartment dwellers with detached
house dwellers."

“The research was stimulated by the growing concerns across Sydney about increased densities and the
swing to apartment living. The concerns have been picked up by politicians who seem to have become
nervous about apartment buildings generally. What the research shows is that normal families, couples
without children, single people and one-parent families have welcomed the apartment life style with its
access to amenities and public transport.”

“Politicians must pay attentfion to the various demographic groups who live in apartments as they can
have a different political preference to house dwellers. Our research shows that three of the four groups
living in apartments are most likely to vote for the Labor Party while only the urban couples with no children
are most likely to vote for the coalition. As suburbs increase the number of apartments as a proportion of
all homes it is likely that the voting preferences will change.”

The four emerging household types are Vertical Families, Cosmo Couples, Solo Mefropolites and One-
Parent Families. With each of these household types the research identifies why they chose apartment
living and the suburbs they prefer to live in.

VERTICAL FAMILIES
This group makes up 20% of apartment households,
e 61% are renters,
o 64% are likely to be aged between 23 and 37,
e 58% are likely to travel to work by train and 36% by bus.
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Their choice fo live in an apartment was influenced by access to public fransport (45%),
affordability (43%) and safety and security (35%).

The preferred suburbs are Parramatta, Bankstown, Liverpool, Campsie and Chatswood.

52% are likely to vote Labor.

COSMO COUPLES
This group makes up 27% of apartment households,

52% are owners,

43% are likely to be aged between 23 and 37,

47% are likely to travel to work by train and 36% by bus.

Their choice tfo live in an aparfment was influenced by access to public fransport (59%),
affordability (51%), and safety and security (31%).

The preferred suburbs are Randwick, Parramatta, Dee Why, Sydney, Waterloo and Surry Hills.

36% are likely to vote Coalition.

SOLO METROPOLITES
This group makes up 34% of apartment households,

63% are renters,

37% are likely to be aged between 53 and 71,

23% are retired,

Their choice to live in an apartment was influenced by access to public transport (47%), low
maintenance (42%), and lower prices (35%).

The preferred suburbs are Mosman, Randwick, Surry Hills, Dee Why, Maroubra and Sydney.

40% are likely to vote Labor.

ONE-PARENT FAMILIES
This group makes up 8% of apartment households,

78% are renting,

49% are likely to be aged between 38 and 52,

39% work full time and 24% casual.

Their choice to live in an apartment was influenced by access to public fransport (51%),
affordability (46%), proximity to schools and child care (39%).

The preferred suburbs are Liverpool, Bankstown, Dee Why, Campsie, Hurstville and Chatswood.

41% are likely to vote Labor.

The research also identified differences between apartment dwellers compared to detached house
dwellers.

WALKING TO AMENITIES WITHIN 500 m

Apartment Dwellers 23%
House Dwellers 9%

RENTING

Apartment Dwellers 63%
House Dwellers 18%

18 - 37 YEAR OLDS

Apartment Dwellers 46%
House Dwellers 33%

OVERSEAS BORN

Apartment Dwellers 42%
House Dwellers 25%

EDUCATION - BATCHELORS DEGREE

Apartment Dwellers 54%
House Dwellers 40%
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MOBILE LIFESTYLE - Less than 5 years in home
e Apartment Dwellers 55%
¢ House Dwellers 27%

GENERAL FINDINGS ON THE PERSONALITIES OF APARTMENT DWELLERS
e Highly engaged, often reading, interested in current affairs (80%)
e Politically progressive on social policy (78%)
e More focussed on life experiences than accumulating wealth (72%)

The Urban Taskforce is a property development industry group, representing Australia’s most prominent property developers and
equity financiers.

Media Enquires:
Chris Johnson, CEO Urban Taskforce, is available for comments on 041225 8283
Tim Edwards, McCrindle, is available for comment on 02 8824 3422
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