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• Draft bill exhibited January – March 2017

• Around 500 submissions received

• Feedback at stakeholder information sessions and 
workshops

• Revised bill introduced to parliament on 18 October

• Passed on 15 November
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Update on process

• Commencement of most provisions in first quarter 2018

• Consultation on and staged commencement of a number 
of new requirements

Next steps
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• Clear new structure of 10 principal parts

• Decimal numbering of all provisions

• Some detailed provisions moved to regulations where 
appropriate

• Updated and simpler language throughout where 
appropriate – eg, objects, building provisions
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More modern structure 
and language

Promoting:

• good design and amenity of the built environment

• the sustainable management of built and cultural heritage 
(including Aboriginal cultural heritage)

• the proper construction and maintenance of buildings, 
including the protection of the health and safety of their 
occupants

New objects



• All planning authorities to prepare community 
participation plans

• Mandatory minimum requirements for community 
participation

• Community participation principles

• Decision-makers to give reasons for their decisions
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Enhanced community 
participation in the 
planning system 

Community participation principles

f) Members of the community who are affected by proposed major 
development should be consulted by the proponent before an 
application for planning approval is made.

g) Planning decisions should be made in an open and transparent way 
and the community should be provided with reasons for those 
decisions (including how community views have been taken into 
account).

h) Community participation methods (and the reasons given for 
planning decisions) should be appropriate having regard to the 
significance and likely impact of the proposed development). 

a) The community has a right to be informed about planning matters 
that affect it.

b) Planning authorities should encourage effective and on-going 
partnerships with the community to provide meaningful 
opportunities for community participation in planning.

c) Planning information should be in plain language, easily accessible 
and in a form that facilitates community participation in planning.

d) The community should be given opportunities to participate in 
strategic planning as early as possible to enable community views to 
be genuinely considered.

e) Community participation should be inclusive and planning 
authorities should actively seek views that are representative of the 
community.



• Local strategic planning statements:

– vision for land use in the local area
– align with district and regional plans and community 

strategic plan
– shape the evolution of the local environmental plan and 

development control plans
– stronger role for ward councillors
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Strategic planning –
better tools to shape the 
future of the local area

• ‘LEP check’ every 5 years

• Standard format development control plan

Up to date development 
controls



• Compliance levy on complying development certificates

• 7-day stop work power

• Power for court to strike down CDCs and other certificates 
if inconsistent

• Deterrence fee for retrospective modifications

• Enforceable undertakings 
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Greater confidence in 
approvals and 
complying development 
standards 

• Strengthening regional planning panels in line with IHAP 
changes

• Independent Planning Commission – changes to name, 
functions and hearings

Probity and 
independence of 
decision-makers



• Step-in power for Planning Secretary

• Online platform for councils, applicants and referral 
agencies
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More efficient approvals 
from NSW agencies

• ‘Transferrable conditions’

• Financial assurances

• Closure of former Part 3A pathway

More efficient processes 
for state significant 
development

• Enable Part 5 concurrence requirements for infrastructure 
corridors

• Clearer basis of Ministerial directions about planning 
agreements

• Allow SICs and planning agreements for complying 
development

Facilitating 
infrastructure delivery
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