
  



 



  



 



  





 

 

URBAN TASKFORCE RESEARCH 
 

 

The Urban Taskforce undertakes detailed research on areas that impact on our members and where we 

can influence policy. We also make submissions to governments on key policy areas & use our research 

to inform our submissions. Recent research projects include: 

 

URBAN LIVING INDEX (DECEMBER 2015) 

 

A research project that analysed Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) on a range of criteria including 

Affordability, Community, Employability, Amenity and Accessibility across 228 suburbs in Sydney. The 

index looked at quality of life issues in urban areas like access to work and public transport, closeness of 

restaurants and cafes, house costs, education qualifications and scored these against a Sydney 

average. The research received extensive media coverage with over 200,000 hits on the Sydney Morning 

Herald website. 

 

WHO LIVES IN APARTMENTS (MAY 2015) 

 

An independent survey of over 1,000 apartment dwellers on what their key issues are, how old they are, 

their attitudes to growth and how families fit in. The Urban Ideas is filled with infographics that give in-

depth information on both renters of apartments & owner occupiers. 

 

HOUSING SYDNEY’S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES – ECODENCITY (SEPTEMBER 2013) 

 

A research into a range of density models for Sydney ranging from 100 people/ hectare to 1,000 people/ 

hectare. This research was published in an edition of Urban Ideas and put into a website: 

www.ecodencity.com.au. Graphic charts and 3D modelling present the range of densities in a clear 

manner for all to understand. There has been extensive media coverage on EcoDenCity. 

http://www.ecodencity.com.au/


 

 

 

 

APARTMENTS FOR SENIORS (MAY 2013) 

 

Research into the demographic changes in NSW that demonstrate a boost in 

the number of retiring baby boomers downsizing to apartment living. World 

trends and Australian facts are presented along with case studies of apartment 

complexes that are attracting an older age group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFORMING LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SEPTEMBER 2012)                                       

 

This research was undertaken by Percy Allan, the former Secretary of NSW 

Treasury, and it examined the best ways to make councils more efficient. A 

primary focus was on ways to improve council performance on development 

assessment and infrastructure provision. The research document has had wide 

coverage and it has been referred to in the reports from the government’s 

review panel looking into reform of local government.  

 

 

 

 

 

JOBS IN WESTERN SYDNEY – REDRESSING THE BALANCE (AUGUST 2012) 

 

This research was undertaken by Urbis and it finds that 200,000 people a year 

leave Western Sydney to travel to work in the east. The research involved the 

Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC) as well as a 

number of Taskforce members who develop buildings for jobs in the area. The 

research has had a significant impact on state and local government attitudes 

to work location across metropolitan Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

A BETTER PLANNING SYSTEM IN NSW (FEBRUARY 2012) 

 

As part of our submission to the NSW Government on planning reform, the Urban 

Taskforce researched planning reforms around the world. From this background 

and through our analysis of the existing planning system in NSW, we developed 

a 10 point plan to improve the planning system. All of the 10 suggestions have 

been taken up in the governments Green Paper.



 

 

URBAN TASKFORCE PUBLICATIONS 

 

 

The Urban Taskforce undertakes significant research in preparing submissions and on key issues in the 

public interest. To communicate our findings and our ideas for improvement we publish reports and a 

magazine titled Urban Ideas. These publications are distributed as hard copy documents to key 

stakeholders and are distributed as electronic flip-books. 

 

URBAN IDEAS – A NEW STYLE (AUGUST 2015) 

 

This publication highlights an emerging Sydney style of flowing architecture in recent developments. It is 

suggested that Sydney needs a local style and that more sculptural buildings could contribute to this 

 

URBAN IDEAS – FASTER APPROVAL FOR MID-RISE APARTMENTS (DECEMBER 2014) 

 

A proposal for a Complying Development Code for 6 to 8 storey apartment buildings that gave 

approvals in 30 days. An analysis of mid-rise apartments as supporting families and relating to the tree 

tops. Demonstration of how the code could be applied to 50 year old walk up flats to lead to urban 

renewal. 

 

URBAN IDEAS – TOWERS & TRANSPORT (SEPTEMBER 2014) 

 

Sydney needs to double the existing number of homes over the next 50 years and the best way to do this 

is to build apartment towers next to transport nodes, particularly railway stations. This publication outlines 

just how this can be down with case studies of existing projects and visions for the future.



 

 

 

URBAN IDEAS – SYDNEY 2050! (MAY 2014) 

 

Three visions for how Sydney could look in 2050 by three top architects. The 

Sydney CBD has been capped at 235 metres since 1977 while Melbourne 

and Brisbane are building much taller buildings. This publication generated 

significant public debate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN IDEAS – HOUSING SYDNEY’S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES (SEPTEMBER 2013) 

 

This publication on how Sydney needs a range of density options to suit 

different demographic group’s profiles projects by Urban Taskforce 

members. The publication has been widely distributed to councils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN IDEAS – HOW VANCOUVER’S ECODENSITY POLICIES CAN HELP SYDNEY 

(APRIL 2013) 

 

A comparison between Vancouver’s urban density with Sydney’s and a 

detailed look at examples from Vancouver based on their Ecodensity 

project. An industry event and workshops were held with former Vancouver 

City Planner Brent Toderian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN IDEAS – ARE THESE ASSETS BEING FULLY UTELISED? (OCTOBER 2012) 

 

This edition focussed on the underutilised assets at White Bay and Glebe 

Island and presented 3 approaches to developing the sites by 3 Sydney 

architects. 



 

 

URBAN TASKFORCE EVENTS 
 

 

The Urban Taskforce organises a number of events for members and industry stakeholders. These are 

generally focussed around current topics relevant to our industry. Some of these events are focussed 

around issues with a panel of presenters while others are focussed around a key person like the Minister 

for Planning. 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST SESSIONS 

Recent breakfast sessions have been on topics like Urban Living Index, Who lives in Apartments, 

Reforming Local Government and UrbanGrowth NSW’s Projects. 

 

INDUSTRY LUNCHES 

Recent lunch forums have had key projects presented along with presentation on Urbanism in USA. 

 

TWILIGHT TOURS 

The Urban Taskforce is conducting a series of Summer Twilight Tours of interesting recently completed 

projects by our members. The first of these was hosted by two of our members- Mirvac are the developers 

of the spectacular 8 Chifley and the key tenant is another Taskforce member Corrs Chambers Westgarth.  

 

MEMBER ONLY BOARDROOM LUNCHES 

A number of boardroom lunches are held each year with key members of the government, heads of 

government departments and with industry leaders. 

 

TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS & FORUMS 

A number of detailed workshops and forums are organised with government bodies and other 

organisations where our members get a detailed briefing on government projects or policies. These have 

included workshops on The New Parramatta Road, Roads and Maritime Services Referrals, North West Rail 

Development Plans and the Heart Foundation. 

 

PROPERTY PERSON OF THE YEAR 

The Urban Taskforce has selected a winner of the property person of the year for the last 12 years. The 

most recent winner is Iwan Sunito, Founder & CEO, Crown Group. 



  

 

DEVELOPMENT EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
 

The Urban Taskforce organises Development Excellence Awards to acknowledge and award property 

developers for projects that achieve outstanding results. The awards are assessed against outcomes in 

the areas of client requirements, environment, business and community considerations as well as time, 

cost and quality. While teams of people are responsible for achieving quality results it is the developer, 

the ultimate risk taker that receives the award. As well as awarding winners in categories like industrial 

development, commercial development and residential development, one project is selected as the 

“Development of the Year”. 

 

The awards are a prestigious networking event and the Minister for Planning presents the awards and 

gives an address.  

 

    

A FEW CATEGORY WINNERS OF 2017: 

 

 Winner of the 2017 “Development of the Year”- Barangaroo South, Lendlease 

 

 Winner of the 2017 “Retail Development”- Woolworths Crows Nest, Woolworths Limited 

 

 Winner of the 2017 “Mixed Uses Development”- Clemton Park Village, Frasers Property 

 

 Winner of the 2017 “High- Rise City Apartments Development”- Capitol- Bondi 

Junction, Legacy Property Group 

 

 Winner of the 2017 “Affordable Housing Development”- Sienna Willoughby, Hyecorp 

Property Group 

 



  

 

URBAN TASKFORCE SUBMISSIONS 
 

 

The Urban Taskforce responds to national, state and local government exhibitions of new policies, local 

environmental plans and modifications to planning instruments. While most of our submissions are related 

to planning issues, the Taskforce also comments on transport master plans, home warranty issues, reviews 

of the Strata Act, Land Tax issues and other related areas. Submissions are prepared by Annie Manson, 

our urban policy and planning expert who has extensive experience in the government and private 

sector. We invite our members to contact us to provide opinions and advice on projects, policies and 

programs which the Urban Taskforce may use in their submission.    

 

 

 

LIST OF RECENT SUBMISSIONS: 

 

 

1. Submission to the Department of 

Planning and Environment on the  

Crown Resort Hotel, South  

Barangaroo, highlighting the  

importance of this key site   

 

2. Upper House Inquiry into Home 

Ownership – Written submission and 

presentation to the Upper House 

Committee  

 

3. Inquiry into Local Government – written 

submission highlighting the importance of 

local government reform particularly with 

regards to plan-making and 

development approval.  

 

4. IPART Review of Reporting and 

Compliance Burdens on Local 

Government  

 

 

 

5. Review of the Building Professionals Board  

Act 2005 

 

6. Australian Infrastructure Audit – written 

submission noting the importance of transport 

infrastructure to Sydney’s growth 

 

7. Proposed NSW Strata Reforms – written 

submission supporting the proposed reforms 

particularly the 75% consensus to end a  

strata plan  

 

8. Sydney Metro CBD & Southwest – outlines the 

need to ensure sufficient densities around the 

metro line  

 

9. Voluntary Planning Agreements – letter to the 

Planning Minister and Secretary of the 

Department of Planning highlighting key 

governance issues arising from council misuse 

of VPAs 

 

 

 

http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1954:draft-state-environmental-planning-policy-65-and-draft-apartment-design-guideline-raises-fundamental-issues-about-the-nsw-planning-system&id=2:what-s-n
http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1948:hills-shire-draft-dcp-amendments-relating-to-residential-apartment-size&id=2:what-s-new&Itemid=141
http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1929:governance-of-the-greater-sydney-commission&id=2:what-s-new&Itemid=141
http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1909:competition-policy-review&id=2:what-s-new&Itemid=141&start=10
http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1899:urban-taskforce-submission-on-foreign-investment&id=2:what-s-new&Itemid=141&start=10
http://www.urbantaskforce.com.au/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=1895:urban-taskforce-submission-on-green-tape&id=2:what-s-new&Itemid=141&start=10


 

 

 



 

 

 


