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Sydney 
2050 

keeping  restoring  creating  
what we enjoy and removing the rest 



Sydney enjoys its relationship  
to the water and its landscape 



…the delight of our contained 
streets and hidden lanes 







CONSTRAINTS

and parklands, 
...strangled by water 

allowing only a growth 
to the south“dribble ”
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Sydney is a 
City of Villages
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The act of moving 
between villages 
can be exploratory 
and enjoyable
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…linking these 
villages by foot, 
ferry, bike, light rail 
and metro ensures 
their success
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…held together with 
our green fingers 
and wrapped tightly 
by our watery edge
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Sydney 2050
A CITY OF VILLAGES



Sydney 2050
How will Sydney grow over the next 40 years?

that we know marks Sydney 
above the rest.

The idea of the linked villages will 
allow our city to grow.  Perhaps 
North Sydney as our services 
centre, White Bay the new 
financial wharf, Woolloomooloo 
our creative village, and Sydney 
Old Town our corporate and retail 
heart. 

This proposal is not enlightening, 
it is logical.  

Sydney 2054 can be a city of 
villages held together with our 
green fingers and wrapped 
tightly by our watery edge. We 
can create a pattern for growth 
through minimisation – keeping, 
restoring and creating what we 
enjoy and removing the rest.

Sydney enjoys its relationship to 
the water and the landscape. 
The city centre we know is also 
strangled by these elements 
on three sides, permitting only 
a small dribble of growth to the 
south over the rail interchange 
lands. 

We enjoy our city with its 
contained streets and hidden 
lanes, our narrow shafts of sunlight 
into our open courts, parks and 
plazas, yet our already stretched 
transportation systems continue 
to erode these spaces and the 
experiences they offer.

To grow we must intensify what 
we already have, and put under 
even more pressure what we 
hold to be precious.  This is not 
an option, so we must simply 
jump these blockages to the 
spaces beyond.  Resolving our 
transportation model is therefore 
our pathway to the future.
Sydney is a city of villages. 

For Sydney to grow we must add 
new villages, and then seed 

  .tiart a ro aedi na htiw lla meht
Time and process will allow them 
to develop their own distinctive 
personalities and moods, as they 
grow to their full potential.

The linking of these villages by 
foot, ferry, bike, light rail and 
metro must be functional, but 
also allow for exploration and 
enjoyment.  It ensures success.
  
We are a new nation placed 
upon an old land.  We can learn 
from others, but then should instil 
this knowledge with our ‘genius 
loci’ or spirit of place.  We should 
lift experiences from the villages 
of Hong Kong, New York, London 
or Madrid, we should create the 
people spaces of Zurich, Prague, 
San Francisco or Copenhagen, 
and then use our unique 
geography and relationship to 
our harbour to infuse the magic 




